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Christmas 2017 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

We settle in for another Christmas season.  Christmas is always a blessing, a time for giving thanks – 

especially for the Father’s gift to us:  Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us – even though many struggle at 

this time of year. 
 

A good friend, a brother Priest, and a member of the Religious community to which I belong, Father 

Chris Rushton, is being cared for at Emmanuel Hospice in Hamilton, one of the many Good Shepherd 

ministries.  It means, simply, that he is in the process of dying.  (I am glad that “The Good Shepherd” 

is caring for him!)   
 

Father Chris is a remarkable person. He accepts the inevitable with great faith and serenity, and he 

expresses profound gratitude for every act of kindness he receives – a visit, a gift, a service, a chat, and 

he is always looking for ways to “give back”.  He is an inspiration to those who experience both his 

joy and the enthusiasm he brings to each day.  
 

His is the example that might guide us:  gratitude for each day – the fundamental gift – the gift of life.  

Aware of such a great blessing, we find ways to “give back” – precisely by the decisions we make each 

day to respond generously to those whose needs may be greater than our own.  
 

A word of affirmation is an easy way to do that.  It does not cost two cents – but for the recipient it can 

be solid gold, a life-saver: “Someone thinks I am worth it!” A word of affirmation can be the boost 

needed for the day – or for a lifetime. 
 

This Christmas affirm someone – anyone – a child, a sibling, a friend, a neighbour!  Watch how it 

affects them.  You have done something that will have a ripple effect touching many!  It is truly a gift 

that keeps on giving!  
 

Merry Christmas!  May your faith be deepened during this Christmas season! 
 

Sincerely in Christ and Mary Immaculate, 
 

    +Douglas Crosby, OMI 
 

(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI 

Bishop of Hamilton 
 

/cd 

 

 
 



   

  December 25, 2017 

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish - Pastor’s Christmas Message 
 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 

This Christmas marks a milestone for me: I’m celebrating the Nativity of the 

Lord for the first time in the same parish for three years in a row. Although 

the Bishop hasn’t moved me to another parish, I feel like the parish have 

been moving around me. Last June the Bishop transferred St. Peter’s Mission 

to St. John Brebeuf in Erin. This was a big change for our parish and for me. 

At the same time, in addition to already being chaplain to the University of 

Guelph, he appointed me chaplain to Camp Brebeuf. Now that I have one 

church and two chaplaincies, I have been able to focus more on building a 

new church in Rockwood.  

Back in August Bishop Crosby approved the Feasibility Study for 

building a new church on the hill at the entrance to Camp Brebeuf. Since 

then the New Build Committee has been developing a Site Concept Plan. 

We met several times with architect Rick Lintack and his technician Josh 

Barrette. By listening to our ideas and making suggestions of their own, 

they helped us integrate our hilltop location with the Bishop’s vision for a 

church with a view of a natural setting. The basic concept is a church with 

a modified cruciform that holds 300 in its ground-level main body and a 

basement hall with large windows coming out of the hillside. Some of the 

features include offices at the entrance, a foyer for hospitality that could 

double as a “crying room” during Sunday Mass and possibly as an 

Adoration “chapel” during the week. In addition to large glass windows, the exterior materials we have 

chosen are primarily rock and wood. The interior, which has not yet been developed in detail, will be a 

wooden truss design. 

We are planning to present the Site Concept Plan to the Diocesan Building Committee for review in 

February. With the Bishop’s approval, we will be able to advance to the Preliminary Design Stage. 

Given the extensive detail of our Site Concept Plan, I’ve decided to petition the Diocesan Business 

Office in January and ask if we might proceed directly to the Preliminary Design Stage. When we enter 

the next stage, I fully expect we will be required to make changes. Following the Bishop’s approval of 

the preliminary design, the project may proceed to the Detailed Design Stage. At this point, the New 

Build Committee is hoping that you will be as excited as we are 

about the Site Concept Plan. When we get to the Preliminary Design 

Stage, we will present our drawings to you in a parish meeting and 

ask for your feedback. In the meantime, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Maria Grech and the entire New Build 

Committee for their dedication to the future of our parish and the 

camp. The purpose of presenting the Site Concept Plan to you is 

simply to ask for your prayerful support for this project.  

The New Build Committee and I present these conceptual images to you as a Christmas gift. In the 

Gospel of Luke we hear how, on the night Jesus was born, a multitude of angels appeared to the 

shepherds in the fields praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven… .” As we 

ponder the Mystery of the Nativity, I pray that our celebration of the birth of our saviour, Jesus Christ, 

will inspire us to build a new Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in the fields at Camp Brebeuf for the glory 

of God. May you and your families experience a joyful celebration of the Nativity of the Lord and a 

blessed Christmas holiday! 

Fr. Mark Morley 

      sacredheartrockwood.ca 


