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The Ascension of the Lord
May 24th, 2020
Mass Times
Public Masses have been cancelled until further notice.
Bishop Crosby has dispensed all Catholics in the Diocese
of Hamilton from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.
Interactive Live-Streamed Masses:
Sunday May 24th at 11:00 am
Tuesday May 26th at 7:00 pm
Password encoded links will be on our
Facebook events found here:
https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartofjesusrockwood/

Confessions
By appointment.

Eucharistic Adoration
Suspended until further notice.

“Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations.”
Matthew 28:19

Office Hours
The office is closed until further notice.

Mass Intentions

(May 25th to May 31st)

Intentions will be offered at Fr. Mark’s private Masses.
Tuesday
K of C members & their families: K of C
Wednesday Supplication: Massimo Marcone
Friday
Charles Vince: The Vince Family
Saturday Brian Kelly: Catholic Women’s League

Pastor: Rev. Mark Morley
pastor@sacredheartrockwood.ca

Administrative Assistant: Sophie Debbané

Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

For the People

office@sacredheartrockwood.ca

Adoration: Jane Hosdil
adoration@sacredheartrockwood.ca

Youth Group: Sophie Debbané
youth@sacredheartrockwood.ca

Music Director : Stephen Roloson
music@sacredheartrockwood.ca

Volume 20: Issue 21

SOCIAL MEDIA8
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
www.facebook.com/sacredheartofjesusrockwood
www.youtube.com/channel/UC3Z6lRFgsfAGdrqDXjDo98w
Diocese of Hamilton
www.facebook.com/DioceseofHamilton
www.youtube.com/user/DioceseofHamilton
twitter.com/DioceseHamilton

Page 1

Pastor's Message
How Long, O Lord? … How Long?
Although Bishop Crosby has temporarily dispensed you from your obligation to attend Sunday Mass, the
Mass is itself indispensable. With golf courses open, and some retail stores open, you are no doubt wondering, in
the words of the Psalmist, “How long, O Lord? … How long?” (Psalm 13) How long before the churches reopen? When the state of emergency began, it was made clear that churches do not provide essential services. I
fully support Bishop Crosby’s difficult decision to close our churches in compliance with the province’s state of
emergency. The issue for me isn’t whether or not the churches should have been closed. The issue now is when
will the government allow us to re-open them. Although I fully support letter writing campaigns and participating in online petitions, we have to keep in mind that the world doesn’t understand what we mean when we say
that the sacraments are essential to our spiritual lives.
Although we know that churches are essential, we can’t expect the world to agree. The world won’t take
our concerns seriously unless we first take the world’s concerns seriously. To this end, we can show the world
that we are willing to do better than any business when it comes to curbing the spread of the coronavirus. Far
from being anti-science, we can show the world that we are taking into account the best science available as we
implement measures for the safe distribution of Communion. The Ontario Bishops have formed a committee that
will provide pastors with protocols for re-opening churches. In his recent Heart-to-Heart newsletter, Bishop
Crosby informed us that: “A draft document is being prepared and will be reviewed by legal and insurance advisors as well as by Bishops and advisors from all of the Ontario Dioceses. Once the recommendations are approved by Diocesan officials, they will be forwarded to Pastors who will begin to put them into effect in the Parishes in a careful and coordinated way. Our primary concern is for the safety and well-being of all who worship
in our churches.” In this endeavour, I believe that the Catholic Church can take the lead among churches. We
already have the resources and structures in place to enable us to implement any protocols that may be required
to enable us to open our churches sooner rather than later.
Having said that, when Bishop Crosby determines that we can re-open the churches in our Diocese, we
won’t be holding Sunday Mass in Sacred Heart Church. Sadly, it’s just too small to maintain physical distancing. Yet another reason why we need to build a new church. The good news is that David Mencfeld, the Principal of Sacred Heart Catholic School, will help us implement the protocols necessary for using the school gym,
where we would normally hold one of our Sunday Masses anyway. It’s the perfect pandemic setup: we can enter
the front door with proper spacing and hand sanitizing; we can maintain physical distancing by arranging the
chairs and sitting with our families; and we can leave by the two rear doors to the open space of the school yard.
If the School Board approves the arrangement, the school gym will provide a safer environment than most supermarkets. I’m also working with a parishioner who will make us a Communion distribution station similar to the
glass shields you see at the grocery store check-outs. However, the latest scientific evidence is indicating that the
coronavirus can be spread through the air in buildings with poor ventilation. As a result, it’s entirely possible
that the province won’t allow indoor gatherings with large numbers of people but may permit outdoor gatherings. In which case, I’ve been in contact with Jason Gould, the Director of Camp Brébeuf, about celebrating
Mass on the camp grounds, possibly with people staying in their cars and the sound system being patched
through an FM radio transmitter. Note, however, that this won’t happen until it’s possible to receive Communion. Although the Ontario Government has made provisions for churches to hold services in parking lots with
windows rolled up and without Communion, Bishop Crosby has indicated that Mass is not to be celebrated for
the faithful in our Diocese until the parishioners can fully participate. Whether Sunday Mass is being celebrated
at the school, or at the camp, or both, we will resume Adoration in the church by limiting attendance to possibly
one or two people at a time. As discussed with the Pastoral Council last week, we will alternate which side of the
church is used for seating and people will need to sanitize the area where they sat before they leave.
When people ask us why we were willing to go through so much trouble to gather and celebrate Mass,
this will become our opportunity to evangelize and tell them about God’s Word and the sacraments. I’m expecting that it will be quite emotional for some of you to receive the sacraments once again. The challenge will be to
bring that awareness of our Christian identity into the world in order to bear witness to the essential works of the
Church for the salvation of the world.
Fr. Mark Morley
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We are a Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Community

PARISH UPDATES
Weekly Events: Although there are no public Masses and events,
some will be live-streamed. There will be a different link to join
each one, available on the events pages on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartofjesusrockwood/ .
REfresh Praise Night: Last week, Stephen Roloson hosted a
praise event with musicians from around the world. If you missed
it, you can watch it on the parish YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42TABg0suRg.
Weekly Offering: With public Masses cancelled, the parish
still has many expenses. We also appreciate that these may be
harder times to give an offering. If you are able, you may drop off
your weekly offering envelopes in the mailbox at the parish office
located at 238 Main Street N., Rockwood.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Thank you: Thank you to all in the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
and the Sacred Heart Catholic School community who were able to
contribute to our food drive for the Rockwood Food Bank. The donations greatly exceeded expectations and truly showed tremendous
generosity and care for those in need during these challenging
times. Mr. Dave Mencfeld, Principal

LIVE-STREAMED EVENTS
May
26 Rosary (6:30 pm)
Mass (7:00 pm)
__________________________
REFLECTION
“The Rosary helps us to be conformed
ever more closely to Christ
until we attain true holiness.”
-St. John Paul II
__________________________
PRAYER CALENDAR

FOR

PRIESTS

Mon.
- Rev. Michael Anderson
Tues.
- Most Rev. Anthony Tonnos
Wed.
- Congregation of the Resurrection
Thurs.
- Rev. Joseph Durkacz
Fri.
- Very Rev. Msgr. Murray Kroetsch
Sat.
- Most Rev. Matthew Ustrzycki
____________________________

OUR SUNDAY COLLECTION
May 17th, 2020
Total:
$
915.00
Prior Week:
$ 1420.00
Online Donations
March:
$ 2538.10
April:
$ 1643.38
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ROCKWOOD DENTAL
175 Alma Street, Unit D, P.O. 179,
Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0

519-856-4831
www.rockwooddental.ca

Your Place is among us!

DR. DOMINIC HO

call Marian 519-856-9135

This space is
available.

This space is
available.

HOLY NAME OF MARY
COUNCIL 14201 ROCKWOOD
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Call 519-856-9409

Mohame d Hanafy
519-856-4289
Mon. - Fri.
Sat. - Sun.

6 am - 10 pm
7 am - 10 pm

This space is available.
Contact office@sacredheartrockwood.ca
to advertise here.
Specializing in:

108 Stati on S t.
Rock wo od, On
N0B 2K0

late model vehicles
tune -ups
electrical diagno sis
fuel injection serv.
air conditioning
oil chang es
alignments

P hone : ( 51 9) 8 56 - 1 5 31

Deanna Wilson BSc. DCh.
Chiropodist / Foot Specialist
ONTARIO GROWN P RODUCE
Daniel J. Mead
286 Alma Street
Rockwood, Ontario N0B 2K0
(519) 856-2222
Fax: (519) 526-1010
djmead@sympatico.ca
www.atvdepot.ca
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65 Mill S t. E.
Acton, Ont.

BUY FRESH, BUY LOCAL

For Appointments
call

Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays

OPEN
from

519-853-8557

8398 Eramosa Milton Townline
Rockwood, Ontario
Phone: 416-721-4364

JULY 14 - OCTOBER

COME ON BY AND TRY THE SWEETEST CORN IN TOWN !!!

We are a Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Community

